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Seven Steps to Success -Excerpted from Sir Knight Jay Cole Simser 

There are many ways to have a successful year as the head of a Masonic Organ-

ization.  There are many definitions of the word success.  For my purposes  I 

am going to define success as the feeling you get when the year is over and the 

organization is in some way better off than it was because you were at its 

head.  Here are Seven Steps to that Success: 

Step Oneð Get a sense of history of the organization.  You really do need to 

know some of this before you can plan on where you want to take it during the 

year. 

Step Two-Give a lot of thought to your officers.  Choose the best you can. The 

future of your organization can be greatly affected by you and your officers.   

Dr. John Quill Taylor King, Sr. Leaves Long Legacy  
Long time Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 member Dr. John Quill Taylor King, Sr. passed way August 3, 2011.  

Dr. King was recently honored by Lyons Jr. for 50 years of masonry with a honorary Past Masters de-

gree.  The following are excerpts from his obituary:  John Quill Taylor King, Sr. was born September 

25, 1921 in Memphis, Tennessee to Dr. John Quill Taylor and Alice Clinton Woodson Taylor. His 

mother was a direct descendent of Thomas Woodson, son of slave Sally Hemings and her owner, 

Thomas Jefferson. Dr. King was a strong advocate of education holding several bachelor, masters, and 

doctoral degrees. In 1947, Dr. King and his wife both joined the faculty of Huston-Tillotson College  

and he was appointed HT President in 1965 and Chancellor in 1987. General King entered World War 

II as a Private, served as a Captain in the Pacific Theater of Operations, and retired from the Army of 

the United States as a Major General on August 22, 1983. Participating actively in civic, professional 

and fraternal organizations, he was a life member of the Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., a member of 

Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Inc., Phi Delta Kappa Fraternity, Inc. Epsilon Nu Delta Mortuary Fraternity, 

several professional and honor societies, and is a 33rd Degree Mason and a Shriner. He was the young-

est and first to be initiated a Master Mason at the age of 17. A licensed mortician, he was President of 

King-Tears Mortuary, Inc.  

Step Three-Set your goals with the help of those carefully chosen officers.  Do some thinking and then 

write down what you think the organization should be trying to accomplish. 

Step Four-Follow through.  It all too often happens that the best laid plans go awry. 

Step Five-Praise.  Praise does work and giving a man credit makes him feel good about himself. 

Step Six-Avoid the negative.  There is nothing that will hurt your organization more than the guy who is 

always against what the others want to do and who puts everything down.  

Step Seven-Generate enthusiasm.  Along with fighting negativism and praising and pushing, make every-

one feel that what they are doing is fun. 
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Words of Strength - SW Jerrett Robinson  
 Between you and every goal that you wish to 
achieve, there is a series of obstacles, and the bigger 

the goal, the bigger the obstacles. Your decision to be, 

have and do something out of the ordinary entails 

facing difficulties and challenges that are out of the 

ordinary as well. Sometimes your greatest asset is 

simply your ability to stay with it longer than anyone 

else." - Brian Tracy 

 

Having fulfilled the educational requirements prescribed 

by the Discipline of The African Methodist Episcopal 

Church and passed all required tests for Ordination, Ly-

ons Jr. Lodge #290 member, Lester W. Brown, Jr. re-

ceived a Certificate of Ordination as an Itinerant Deacon 

in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Reverend  

Brown was officially ordained during The Southwest 

Texas Annual Conference service in the Tenth Episcopal 

District on October 15, 2011 by the Presiding Bishop, 

Gregory G.M. Ingram. With this ordination, Reverend 

Brown now has the rights to administer Baptisms, Per-

form Marriages, The Burial of the Dead, the Lords Sup-

per as well as feed the flock of Christ the Good News of 

Our Lord. 

Lyons Jr. Member Ordained 

Lyons Jr. Makes Clothing Donation 2nd Friday Game Nights Continues To Be A Big Success 

On November 11, 2011 Lyons Jr Lodge #290 made an-

other large donation of clothing and other items to Lisaôs 

HOPE Chest.  Lisaôs HOPE Chest is a non-profit organi-

zation that provides gently-used professional clothing 

free of charge to men and women in need. This clothes 

closet is different from others because it is designed to 

specifically to help individuals in transition. 

On the Second Friday of each month the Lodge Hall is alive with the sounds 

of laughter, trash talking, card slapping, and domino thumping as Lyons Jr. 

continues its tradition of Friday Game Night.  On December 9, before every-

one took off for the holidays, about 15 brothers gathered for the festivities, 

including former Senior Deacon James Brown (standing below right).  As 

usual DDE Art Sauls and JW Harold Wells ruled the dominoes table (to the 

chagrin of Brothers Scottie Holman and Ronnie Hackett) and WM Levi Mur-

ray and PM Jerry Eason ran the Spades table (although they did lose a match 

to Brothers Brown and Okonji).  DDE Sauls said, ñIt was good to see James 

Brown back with the brotherhood tonight.  Itôs important that we continue to 

fellowship and support each other in and out of Lodge meetings.ò 

Lyons Jr. Supports Mt. Sinai Christian Academy 

Brothers Joe Warren and David Featherston rep-

resented Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 in the Mt. Sinai 

Christian Academyôs golf tournament on Sep-

tember 28 at the Balcones Country Club.  Lyons 

Jr. sponsored hole number one.  The proceeds of 

the tournament went to support the Mt. Sinai 

Christian Academy playground renewal project.  

This is the second year in a row Lyons Jr. Lodge 

sponsored a hole in this tournament. 

Lyons Jr News & Notes 
The new Lyons Jr. Lodge shirts and hats are in stock.  Check with Secre-

tary Ronnie Hackett for available sizes and for price information...Please 

reach out to our sick and shut-in members, Bro. Milton Howard, Bro. Mar-

cel Montgomery,  Brother Eural Smothers, and  Bro. Staymon Pinson. 

Featherston and Dickey Honored by WM Murray 

WM Levi Murray III selected  Brother Da-

vid Featherston for the Master Mason of the 

Quarter for OctoberðDecember 2011.  

WM Murray sited Featherstonôs work fill-

ing in as Marshall and his work on the Bea-

con newsletter as reasons for winning the 

award.  During the same meeting, Tiler 

James Dickey Jr. was honored for his 50 

years of Masonry by receiving the Lifetime 

Membership Award, making him exempt 

from local Lodge dues for life. 

Also, welcome back to some of our re-

instated members, Bro. Anthony Okonji, 

Bro. Larry Choyce,  Bro. Otha Fieds, and 

Bro. Michael Freeland...Our next First 

Degree Class will be in February of 

2012, get your candidateôs applications 

in now.   

  



KOPs Shine at Camp 
On November 7, 2011 Lyons Jr. Lodge #290 delivered completed its annual school supply drive 

by delivering over 50 pounds of supplies, including paper, pencils, pens, notebooks, erasers, 

glue, colored markers, folders, etc. to Oak Springs, Blackshear, and G.W. Norman Elementary 

Schools.  Oak Springs Principal Monica Woods (below left) said, ñI appreciate the kind dona-

tion from the Lodge, it really benefits the staff and students all year long.ò  A special thanks 

also goes out to Karen and Jessica Featherston who help purchase and sort the supplies. 
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Words of Beauty- 

JW Harold Wells 
Never let a problem become an excuse.   

It's impossible to fail totally  

if you dare to try. 

Contact :  Levi Murray III at 512ï 

538-4770    or Art  Sauls at  512-699-

4797 for more information. 

 

   Masonic Humor 

 
  A lodge was preparing to 

initiate a candidate on a 

steamy evening in June and 

itǋs air conditioner had 

stopped working. After 

sweating their way through 

part of the work, the Master 

had asked the candidate 

what he most desired. 

    The candidate replied "a 

beer". 

    At this juncture the WM., 

being startled, whispered 

"light" to the candidate. 

  "OK," the candidate re-

plied, "a lite beer." 

     Lyons Jr. Delivers Annual School Supplies To Three Schools 

AboveðStaff and students at G. W. Nor-

man Elementary receive their supplies. 

Principal Woods 

of Oak Springs

(above) and Prici-

pal Thelma Lon-

goria of Black-

shear Elementary 

(right) appreciate 

Lyons Jrôs sup-

port. 
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